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Gandhi and Sustainable
Dcr{:lnpmunt: An Overview
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Today when the world is getting riled under the nesann o Pt
of modern NOTGNs oF vrow th aned dev e JRUENTSERY nirkoed I escesan
mdustriahizanon, urbanization and 4 clobal consumerist cultare whiel
has distorted the balance between environment and hunn cis theaon
the call tor environmental proteenon and sustanabilinn s reec e
immense global arrennon, Much betore the sdea of o Common 1 atur
was outhined in the Brundihind Commission Report i 1987 w huel
called on stares and non stares actors o view dey ol pment throueh
hunuanitarian and eovironmental anele In meenne the noads o the
present generation without compronmising on the albiling of the turure
venerations o mect thar oxwn needs; owas Mahama Gandin w heo
underlined the enucal necessiny of sustunabiline by interrosanme modorn
cvilizanon based on multplicanon ot wants and desiees, Throueh Tis
book “The Hind Swaray™ he outhined the threar 1o common future of
humanin caused by relentess quest for more muteral poods and services.
He deseribed the avilizaton driven by endless muluplication of wanis
as Satanice and mstead wished tor aoworld thar adhered roo smipher,

restramt and moraling Aoy approach wlich puts Tmmations on passion
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From Simon Commission to formation
of the Tiwa Autonomous Council
(TAC): Autonomy Experience of the
Tiwa Community of Assam

Dr Manas Jyoti Bordoloi

Introduction

About the community

Tiwa is an indigenous ethnic community dispersed in both plains and highlands
of Assam. They also live in the Ri-bhoi district of the neighbouring Meghalaya state.
In Assam they are dispersed in the West and Easl KarbiAnglong, Kamrup
(metropolitan), Nagaon, Morigaon and Dhemaji district. The Tiwas are also mentioned
as Lalung in all colonial documents and still same nomenclature is used to mean them
- the official list of the Scheduled Tribes of India. They were called Lalung by other
neighbouring communities. However, al present they preferred to call them as Tiwa.
After a long period of agitation for autonomy, in 1995, the leaders of the autonomy

movement signed a pact with the representative of the Assam government that resulted
in the formation of the Tiwa Autonomous Council (TAC).
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Dress and Dressing:
Expression of Gender Identity
and Gender Discrimination

e

Dr Breehrivorna Talukdar

[ntroduction

Patriarchy- A social structure in ceneral, it is the
predominantly most discussed 1ssue and used word in the
context of gender discourses and especially women's
discourse in contemporary world. While the ideology of
feminism and feminist movement are guided by the motto
of making women visible in private and public spaces with
their distinet voice and identity, 11 1s patriarchy which serves
4% a major stumbling block. Patriarchy not only serves as a
hindrance towards building a gender equal society but also
a gender neutral society. The impact of patriarchy 1s visible
and imminent in all stages ol human social development
spanning from family to pohties, culture, economy and
religion. The invention ol agriculture, development of
productive forees, private ownership ol animals, slaves, and
finally land, paved the way for society to take a patriarchal
lead. The urge of major owners ol means of production iman)
totransfer the ownership to thewr legiimalte children required
a stricl disciphine on sexual nature of women. As a first
instance, monogamy was imposed on women, lo get a
legiimate heir to the land of father. From this sexual control,

Assis pe=c, | 1
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On Line Education In Rural Areas :
Problems and Prospects
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The Dhansiri (South) river: A Study
on Land use and Diversified livelihool
patterns of the People
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platform in development of society, culture and economy. |Hvilf S5
basin is known as fertile flood prone areas which has u il h it
attraction for settlement and diversified livelihood*, The Dilunajgls
river is located in the states of Assam and Nagaland in North-Fyl
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Understanding the Traditional R‘Ituais and
Belief system of the Tiwas of Assam

Manas Jyorti Bordoloi

Apstract

Fiwa 1s one of the indigenous ethnic communities of Assam, a state in India’s
northeast. It is a Scheduled Tribe community under the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes Act, 1950, Tiwa populations are found in both plains and hills
of Assam. The Tiwas belong to the Bodo-Garo sub group of peoples,
Linguistically, they are in the Tibeto-Burman family, Tiwas trace their origin ﬁ_-m_n
4 sacred water body and believe they are all its children. The very word *Tv’
means water. 1n addition to the name Tiwa, some neighbouring communities in
Assam also call them Lalung - a name that came to prominence during the
colonial British administration,

Ihe Tiwas, however, consider using Lalung as derogatory and feel the term docs
nol represent any linguistic or cultural aspects of the Tiwa society. Colloguially,
however, many communities in the plains of Assam still use the term Lalung
mstead of Tiwa. With the advancement of time, among the neighboring

communities Lalung became a so familiar nomenclature that some Tiwas from
the plams had staried 10 use il o express their own id ity

L1 worth mentioning that the Tiwa is one of the few ethnic communities ol
Assam which so far atiracted very few social scientists 1o conduet in l.l-r.‘p’lh
rescarch on differemt aspects of its ethnography. Until now very few attempts have

Peen msde hf'- the rescary hiery 1{n llildL‘lthud the n'lhmrgrunh\' :.'l!' I|‘II-.‘ |'m i
..|-|I|1|Lu|nl'-. m genernl and the system of ritual and Taiths in specilic. Out of this
T e s

b o himed sphere, the first Siriows ethnographic capigieh bad
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Population Pressure and
Defofestation in North Fast India

Iy hanu Hazarika

on growth s an important demogriuphic varnable
influence the population density paitern Today 1n
tis found that contmued population growth INCreases
Nt and poverty North East Indig < small but
ot of the country coverning an area of 2 2oll kmie
India's total arca. As of 201 1. th region had a
P45 53 mullion, about 3 07% of th. India’s total
“d the density of population in this region s 174 km'of
ul l:ldmithtt.’u‘l'mr]H' and Sarmah, 2018 36, Acruss
there has been also sigmificant spao g Lemporal
respect of population growth Bemg o fiected by high
and high rate of immigration. the
1 East India exhibat alarmingly high Browth rate even
Aties The bulk of the population ol the reglon is
mainly in three sectors, viz- Brahmap tra valley and
of Assam, Tripura and Imphal in Man pur The
aused by the geographical and econom; factors which
within the region. Another importan  factor 15 the

~im neigt_mhunng countries (Banglade-h and Nepal)
'r densities in Assam and Tripura in particular This
* due to physical conditions, distance { om the urban

Pepulation of some

large
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vulnerability of Women in India

Looking from @ Legal Perspective

women in Indian Society — A Bria:zf Dvgrview:
Discrimination against women in India stands‘ as
reality. Notwithstanding the Narendra Mﬂd.l led B.!F
Government’s much publicized scheme of educating the girl
child and saving her from the vulnerabilities faced by ut'ome?;
women across all cultures and categories are not secure viz a viz
men. So this raises serious questions about how safe are women
in the country. The equality between sexes touted as a necessity
to achieve the objective of an equal and developed society is
continuously challenged by traditional system of patriarchy
establishing man’s power over woman which seems to justify
the discriminations as a means of keeping the power relations
between the two intact. The Indian women do not enjoy equal
status in both private and public spheres because of the
patriarchal nature of the state and society. The women in India

have ba:*:en given social status which is lower than that of second
class citizens.

ot Evgn after Sif‘ and a half decades of India being an
readinlé j:jtt rapublmls.tate, 24.50 crores Indian women cannot
© comprising the worlq’s largest number of illiterate

a harsh
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e s relating O the issues of identity and autonomy have been
Me

cial deno™™
owly started garnering attention of the mainland politico-

inator in understanding the politics of Assam, a state
!

chat b2 .
i establishment as a prominent link to South East Asia. The

Engageme ats relating to the question of identity and its corresponding

tE!’EEt articu

Jrotection .nd preservation, the right to self determination
)

depri
or the
exhibited
the smaller pol
culturally and be a part of the larger system politically with sufficient

ations reflects 1 indigni

) 1 the issues of indignity, cultural
qation and discrimination as well as politics of majority-minority
feeling of We and They. Although the Indian Constitution
the spirit of accommodation and assimilation by permitting

itical system of tribal population to remain distinct

Jutonomy wherever necessary and possible yet the Sixth Schedule of
the Indian Constitution was an institutional arrangement of the state
0 address the ethnic aspirations and integrate the region into the
mainstream. However, the federal arrangement infused a sense of
ethnic rivalry in the minds of the communities while fulfilling one’s
spirations and leading to exclusion and oppression of other smaller

oho P . H
ethnic groups living in the region.
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Immigration and Socio Economic
Consequences in Assam

Jyotirmayee Devi

-
== — =

Abstract : Assam has been a vastly under-populated state in the North-eastern region of
India. Owing to its richness of resources, Assam has attracted migrants for more -'*f""*'” a
century. Immigration and internal migration to Assam planned and economically desirable
at first, became haphazard and politically motivated, particular Iy during the pre-
independence era since independence and partition in 1947, growing immigration has

led to conflicts among different ethnic groups. Besides the Assamese Hindus who constitute

the base group at present, other ethnic groups include the Plantation workers i.e. Ti"fbﬂ:ﬂ_
Oriva, as well as Marwari

Bengali Muslims, Bengali Hindus, Nepali (Gorkha), Bihari,
and Punjabis. _

The Conflicis among these ethnic groups have given rise [o a series of _m:erreé’are:d
and complicated social, economic and educational questions. Immigration in Assam is
bound up with land and employment problems for the "Sons of the Soil" the Assamese
Hindus on the one hand and to language as medium of instruction and of market place
and civil life on the other. The Assamese, who constitute the majorily group at present
fear that the unending siream of migration might turn them in lo a minarity through the
solonizing process. While the Assamese leadership contends that continued migration
has refarded the country’s progress, the foreign migrant groups perceive that their labor,

kill and education have stimulated the development of Assam.
In this paper an attempt will be made to identify the causes of immigration and it's

ar reaching effects on Assam in different aspects.

|
Migration 1sa global phenomenon and people constantly move from one place to another,

sne developing country 1o another in search of settlement, livelihood or anything else. So, entire
wman history, migration has been a significant factor influencing demographic change. The
erm immigration means group of people, who moves from their normal place to another for the
urpose of a permanent settlement. TI'!cre was a ime when immigration was not a problem of
opulation expansion. But immigration is recently recognized as a vital problem in socio economic
attern and demographic changes of a region or a country. Assam the north eastern state of
pdia has been severely victimized by this problem. As North eastern region is surrounded by

issistant Professor, Dept of Geography, Saraigaht College, Changsari, Dist. Kamrup, Assam
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Domestic Violence Against Women and
Legal Provisions

Jvotirmayee Devi

Abstract : Women have become a weaker section in human population. The Indian
newspaper evervday for dowry, or where a married women carry oul news of some
incidents where a married women has been murdered by her husband or in-laws, because
frer parents could not satisfy their lust for dowrn, or where a married woman has been
forced to commit suicide because of this act of crugly and vielence perpetrated againsi
her. Such evemt shows a continuous persecution of the wives and cruel frearment mered
out of them by their hushand and in-lows. Such attempts to commit such suicides or
murder happen while these unfortunate commence living with the hushand during the
Sirst few vears of their marriage life. These are happen for domestic viofence.

The domestic violence is the willful imtimidation, physical assault. battery sexual
assault and or other abusive hehavior as part of a syvstematic pattern of power and
central perpetrated by one intimate parmer against another It includes physical violence,
sexual violence, threats and emotional psvchological abuse The frequency and severify
af domestic violence varies dramatically. Domestic violence in India includes any form
of violence suffered by a person from a hiological relative, but tvpically is the violence

suffered by women BV male members of her family or relatives
The violation of the right of @ woman is a human righis violation of her body and

her right as a person Viofence against women, regardless of the narure of the perpetrator-
an individual group. institution, the state or Sociery, is @ human rights vielation and is

reated as such whether it happens at home, within the family or owiside it
In this paper an anempr will be made ro identifv the nature of domestic violence

and the legal provisions made against those 1o curh it for safery and securin of women.

Women have became a weaker section of human population. The Indian News papers
evervday carrvout news of some incidents where a married woman has been murdered by her
husband or in-laws, because her parents could not satisfy their lust for downy or where a
married woman has been forced to commit suicide because of the act of cruelty and violence
perpetrated against her. Such event show a continuous persecution of the wives and cruel
treatment meted out of them by their husband and in-laws. Such attempts to commit such

Assistant Professor, Dept. of Geography, Saraighat College. Changsari.
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PATTERN OF POPULATION GROWTH
IN NORTH-EAST INDIA: A CASE STUDY
OF NORTHERN PART OF KAMRUP
DISTRICT, ASSAM

Bhanu Hazarika

Abstract

The pattern of population of a specific region gives us an exhaustive idea of
economic condition of that area. So, for proper and meaningful planning of
economic developments, the study carvies immense value. The present paper

aims to present a brief scenario of population growth rate and density of
population in North East India and Northern part of Kamrup district,

Assam. The decadal growth is also taken into account lo give a

comprehensive view between the regions under study with that of state

average during the period from 1971-2011. These distributions of growth

rate and density vary from among the states of North East India and among
the blocks of northern part of Kamrup district. Therefore, the paper attempls
to give an analytical but comprehensive study of the various factors of
variation of population growth and their impact on the economic
development and therefore it will be of great help for the Government as
well as implementing agencies to take up plans and programmies accuralely
to lift the areas from underdeveloped 1o developed one.

Introduction

Population growth is an important demographic variable,
which directly influence the population density pattern. Today
J:n our country it is found that continued population growth
Increases unemployment and poverty. In other words, it is held
growth of population means a decline in the standard of living
(Swamy, 1974).We know that population growth is the most
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HIGHER EDUCATION AND WOMEN IN
ASSAM:
PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS

Dr Bhanu Hazarika
Assistant Professor, Dept of Geography
Saraighat College, Changsari

Introduction :

The notion of higher education as an attempt to comprehend the
highest level of knowledge att:ined by humanity at a given point in
time is no longer tenable. Wom=n education refers to each and every
form of education that aims at improving the knowledge and skill of
women and girls. It includes general education at schools and
colleges, vocational and technicl education, professional education,
health education, etc. The stat of Assam is situated in the north-
eastern part of India and in spi‘e of its rich natural resources and
rich cultural identities; Assam is <till lagging behind in several aspects
as compared to the rest of the country. In the rural or backward
areas, still it is experienced that cur predominant patriarchal system
does not provide enough chances for women to have higher
education even if they wish. Duiring 2013-14, the total enrols of
higher education was 265604 where 99366 (37.41%) was female,

which is lagging behind from that of man 166238(62.59%). Similarly
reveals percentage of women enrolment in Scheduled Caste was

30% and Scheduled Tribes was 36.23%, which were lagging behind

that of 70% in Scheduled Caste and 63.77% of Scheduled Tribes

man. There was a wide gender disparity in higher education and

that hampers women’s advancement. Most of the rural women are

259 |
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Population Explosion and
Environmental Degradation in
Northern Part of Kamrup District,
Assam: Problems and Remedies

Bhanu Hazarika

Introduction

Rapid rate of increase in population has been held responsible as one of
the most significant factors of environmental degradation because ever
ncreasing population puts greater demands on the use of limited
resources of a country. In fact, industrial expansion, urban growth,
nerease means of transport and communication etc. are the outcome of
~opulation growth because the people must generate better facilities for
“heir existence and better life. The pressure of population caused by the
‘mbalance between human numbers and their needs: and between
~hysical and human resources of an area. The rural population of the
“orthern part of Kamrup district became double during the period 1961
"0 2011 from 3.31 lakhs to 6.62 lakhs. At the same time, the density of
~opulation in the study region increased proportionately from 327 per
<m’ in 1961 to 6353 km? in 2011.

Environmental degradation means lowering of environmental
zuality at local, regional and global scales by both natural process
:nd human activities. The rate of environmental change and resultant
mvironmental degradation caused by human activities has been so
“ast and widespread. Many of the aforesaid natural factors are affected
v human economic and technological activitics. Our resources like
‘znd, water, fossil, fuels, minerals, etc. are limited and due to over
“xploitation these resources are getting exhausted. Main problems
“erain to improper use (overuse or overutilization) of land, low
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Barpeta Satra : Lead the Way of Religious Revival in Assnn

Dr. Shashwati Nall

BEEEL! T
Barpeta is one of the districts of Assam, where famous Barpeta satra is situated iy
satra does not require any introduction to the people of Assam. Barpeta is an important plaos il

Assam, holding the religious and cultural history and occupies a set of dignity of honoue, |he
satra is a centre of Mahapurushiya religion propagated by Mahapurush Srimanta Sankaidey

Lord Krishna after being disgusted with the torture of Jarasadha, came to Dwarhu ninl
established it as his work place. Like that, Mahapurush Srimanta Sankardeva also selected thy
place Barpeta, after being hatred with the torment of Ahom Kings and established it nx Iy
workplace. He started preaching his disciples from Barpeta dham. Though, Borduwa in N
distrist is the birth place of Srimanta Sankardeva, Barpeta was his main workplace. Barpetn iy
the place where Srimanta Sankardeva created history on his main writings. He made the lonjosl
*Vrindabani Bastra’ (Fabric) in Barpeta, which depicted the whole ‘Krishnalila® through iy
paintings. That stuff became a world-famous piece of creation and presently preserved il
exhibited in London Royal Albert Museum. Visitors from all over the world appreciate il
unigue conception.

Srimanta Sankardeva’s creed is ‘Ek Sharan Naam Dharma’, which means. onc las i
take refuse in one God only and recite his name. The words of Srimat Bhagvat Geeta : Fory
all religious sects and take refuse in me. | would set you free from all your sins. Eka {3,
Eka Seva, Eka Bine Nai Kewa — means, there is only one God and none else. Ek Shatun
Naam Dharma is based on the teachings of the Bhagavata where it preaches that the 1o
Krishna isthe only one and all should take refuse in him. In the Sanctum sanctorum of Naamypu
the book Bhagvat is preserved and worshiped. During the period of Srimanta Sankardeva,
Assam was in a mess, it was a divided region. It was not a single entity ruled by a singlv
dynasty. It was passing through a very critical stage with different castes, religions and languapes
Srimanta Sankardeva is the main architect who brought them all under one umbrella and hener,
the existence of present Assamese society.

Barpeta can be proud of traditional culture in respect of Satriva dance, art, culture,
drama, music etc. The Barpeta satra is one among the pioneers of the religious renaissance ol
Assam in the field of different spiritual functions and some unigue festivals.

The Barpeta satra attracts devotees from all over the State particularly during Holi whe
[Zh}_ul festival is celebrated and also during anniversaries of various Vaishnavite Gurus. The
buildings within the satra premise are architectural achievements in its own right. The Kirta

Assistant Professor, Saraighat College, Changsari
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Human Rights : Education and Economic Status of
Women in Assam : A Case study of Northern Part of
Kamrup District

Dr. Bhanu Hazarika

ztroduction
- December 10, 1948, the United Nations General Assembly unanimously adopted the
+ Declaration of Human Rights. It said that everyone has the right to life, liberty and
“person. The declaration has been considered as great achievement for all nations of
- Human rights including civil, political, economic, social and cultural right of an individual
~=* in our nature, without which we cannot think of living as human beings. These
-~ ~ecessary io ensure the dignity of every person as a human being irrespective of
.= ~zligion, nationality, language, sex or any other factor. According to the universal
- »f Human Rights, all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.
+ on of human rights by the state authority is not only an individual and personal tragedy
:fects the society at large. It creates a situation of social and political unrest in a
-+ ing the seeds of violence and conflict within, between and amongst societies and

—zn form an integral part of any social structure. Her status in the society depends

_-= »f its economy, attitude of the society towards women, social and religious taboos

= z7's own awareness. Women position in modemn Indian society is equal to that of men,

- zanomically, educationally, politically and legally. Now she has the right to receive

- inherent and own property, participate in public life and political life of the nation.

= %5 the most important instrument for changing women’s position in the society. It

- the women's status within the family and also equips them to pay any role in the wide

-m12xt. To develop a society, women education is essential because women play an

- role in the development of society. Highly educated women make their own status

- = the future of the nation. Women of any nation are the mirror to its civilization. If

== oy good status it shows that the society has recharged to a level of maturity with a

zsponsibility. Though women living is cities are getting education, Rural women are

= = in this respect and they are being discriminated in all walks of life, despite their
¢ contribution to the household economy and in turn the national economy.

= Frofessor, Geography Department, Saraighat College, Changsari.
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Impact of Growing Population Pressure on Reserved Forest
Cover: Status and Curative Measures

Dr. Bhanu Hazarika, Assistant Professor
Deptt of Geogrophy, Saraighat College, Changsari
Introduction :

All living organisms interact with their environment. In this process a host of environmental
factors interplay and influence each living organisms. Population growth of an ever increasing
rate is a major factor and is fast losing the capacity of earth to support life. The experiences of
deforestation, loss of biodiversity, sail erosion, atmospheric pollution, floods and droughts are
living examples of the world at stake. Human action by itself has endangered the environment,
With the increase of population and growth of industrialization, infrastructural development
activities, the dependency of human beings on the forest resources and forest land has increased
manifold which in turn results in the destruction of the virgin green blanket, Today due to
increasing population the interaction with forest is becoming more and more intense leading to
loss of many important resources. The rural population of the Bezara Development Block in
Kamrup district became more than double during the period 1961 to 2011 from 34,072 to 83,860.
At the same time, the density of population in the study region increased proportionately from
225 km2 in 1961 to 553 km2 In 2011. To develop him and his surrounding, man directly or
indirectly depends on nature. But the long process of development brings in over exploitation of
nature and in turn destruction thereof Along with human resources, land, water and vegetation
are the three important natural resource:, necessary for sustainable growth. Increased population
leads to overuse of natural resources, endangering the welfare of future Eeneration.

The increasing population pressure and density of population reduced the per capita
availability of forest land over the time. it was 35.33% in 2001 and was reduced to 34.21% in
2011 in Assam. Similarly the forest area of Bezara Development Block was 69.05% in 2005-06 and

o poverty, low agricultural productivity, urbanization and industrialization.

In the study region of the Bezara Development Block in Kamrup district, such developmental
activities mainly infrastructural development and high demand for forest resources continue the
destruction and degradation of forest cover. The forest area has been shrinking as a result of land
cleared for construction of new urban areas, industrial plants, roads, educational institutions and
heaith care centre etc, There are ten selected sample villages near the reserved forest of the study
region where 40.29% of the tribal people depend on forest resources. Their main source of income
is agriculture and allied activities, in these reserved forest, people are enjoying direct as well as

Indirect benefits from the forests in case of getting fuel, fodder, shelter, food, vegetables, fruits.
elc. Deforestation is the result of rampant planning and non- precautionary action on the part

— — — ___I;]‘I—_IF — —
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Bio-diversity = A Threat :
Causes and Conservation - Special Reference to Assam

Jyotirmoyee Devi, 4sstr Professor
Deptr. Of Geography, Saraighat College, Chongson

Biodiversity signifies a healthy environment and the ability of ecosystems to sustain their life
support processes that provide the fundamental basis for human welfare. During the last century,
climate changes, pollution and excessive and unsustainable use af matural resources have
damaged biodiversity to severely that the situation now threatens human life. Biodiversity refers
to the variety and variability of organisms, of genetic material and community or ecosystem. This
includes diversity within species (genetic diversity) between species (organisational diversity) and
ecosystem or community (Ecological diversity]. Biodiversity refers to the variety and variability
among living organisms and ecological complexes in which they occurs.1 The simplest approach
to define Biodiversity is, the ensemble and the interacts of the genetic. species and the ecological
diversity in a given place and time.

The term Biodiversity was initially used by Lovejoy
of a region or a taxen only.3 Two related concepts, genetic diversity and ecological diversity were
tagged to biodiversity. Later, Norse et. al. (1988) referred biological diversity in three levels,
genetic diversity, species diversity and ecological diversity

Biodiversity is under threat worldwide.5 For example, the global mammalian extinction rate
of 0.35% of species lost per century since 1600 is calculated to be between 17 and 377 times the
mammalian background extinction rate during the past 65 million years Is since the mass
pxtinction that removed the Dinosaurs. Threat to species are primarily due to daclineg in the areas
of their habitat fragmentation of habitats and declines in habitat guality, and in the case of some
mammals, hunting, fragmentation raises the extinction risk because isolated subpopulations can
go extinct on one by one without being repapulated.

es in habitat quality and quantity arise from conservation
of forests and grasslands to agriculture, of natural forests to monoculture plantations and from
grazing and wood cutting pressures. For aquatic and semi aguatic species, the declines in habitat
quality are due to diversion of ground and surface water, resulting in the drying up of streams
and other water bodies, from siltation and pollution from pesticides and other chemicals, Fresh
h are also threatened by the introduction of exotic species, which may be predators or

(1980) to include the number of species

For the terrestrial species, the declin

water fis
competitors.

india is one of the 12 Mega-diversity countries in the warld, The Ministry of Environment and
Forests, Govt. of India (2000) records 47,000 species of plants and 81,000 species of animals
which is about 7% and 6.5% respectively of global fiora and fauna.?7 There are 25 such hotspols
of biodiversity on a global level out of which two are present in india, namely the Eastern
Himalayas and Western ghats. These hot spots covering less than 2 percen of world’s iand area
are found to have about 50 percent of terrestrial biodiversily. About 40 percent of terrestrial
plants and 25 percent of vertebrate species are endemic and found in these hot spots
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