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Gandhi and Sustainable 

Development: An Overview 

Dr. Breehivorna Talukdar 

Todar when the worldis geting riled under the neyatNe imp.ict-
ot modern noti1ons ot yrou th and developnenn n.arked bi caCesSINL 

industrial1zation, urbanizatu1on and a global consumerist culture w'hicth 
has distorted the balance between environment and human civ iliz.allon 

the cal| tor environmental protection and sustainabilit Is rectN Ine 

immense global atention. Much betore the idea of a (ommonl uture 

was outined in the Brundtland (ommissi on Repor in 198 whicth 

called on states and non states actors to VICW' devclopmcnt thrugh. 

humanitarian and cnvironental angle by meting the needs ot he 

present generation without compronisng on the ability f the tuture 

generations to ncet their oun nceds; in Was Mahatma G.andhi uho 

underlined the eritical necessity of sustainabiliny by interozating mden 
CIvilization based on muliplication of wants and desires. Through his 

book "The Hind Snaraj " he outlined the threat to comnn future f 
humanity causcd by relentless quest tor ore material goxxds and serv ices. 

He descrihed the civilization driven bv endless multiplicationof wanis 
s Satanic and nstead wIshed tor a workd that adhercd to simpiieu, 

restrant and moralin. \n approach which puts imit.ations otn |.insen 
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From Simon Commission to formation 

of the Tiwa Autonomous CouncilI 

(TAC): Autonomy Experience of thne 

Tiwa Community of Assam 

Dr Manas Jyoti Bordoloi 

Introduction 
About the community 
Tiwa is an indigenous ethnic community dispersed in both plains and highlands 

of Assam. They also live in the Ri-bhoi district of the neighbouring Meghalaya state. 

In Assam they are dispersed in the West and East KarbiAnglong, Kamrup 

(metropolitan), Nagaon, Morigaon and Dhemaji district. The Tiwas are also mentioned 

as Lalung in all colonial documents and still same nomenclature is used to mean them 

in the official list of the Scheduled 'Tribes of India. They were called Lalung by other 

neighbouring communities. However, at present they preierred to call them as Tiwa. 

After a long period of agitation for autonomy, in 1995, the leaders of the autonomy 

movement signed a pact with the representative of the Assam govemment that resulted 

in the formation of the Tiwa Autonomous Council (TAC). 

Thurang 280 
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Dress and Dressing: 

Expression of Gender Identity 

and Gender Discrimination 

D Breehivorna Talukdar 

Introduction 

Patriarchy- A social strueture in general, it is the 

predominantly most discussed issue and uscd word in the 

context of gender discourses and especially women's 

discourse in contemporary world. hile the ideology of 

feminism and feminist movement are guided by the motto 

of making women visible in private and public spaces with 

their distinct voice and identity, it is patriarchy which serves 

as a major stumbling block. Patriarchy not only serves as a 

hindrance towards building a gender equal society but also 
a gender neutral society. The impact of patriarchy is visible 

and imminent in all stages of human social development 
spanning from family to politics, culture, economy and 

religion. The invention ol agriculture, development of 
productive forces, private ownership of animals, slaves, and 

finally land, paved the way for society to take a patriarchal 

lead. The urge of major owners of means of production (man) 
totransfer the ownership to their legitimate children required 
a strict discipline on sexual nature of women. As a first 

nstance, monogamy was imposed on women, to get a 

legitimate heir to the land of father. From this sexual control, 

SSStant Professo, Deparlment of Political Science, Saraighat 
College. 
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ganisations, policymakers and the government are required to c 
tertace so that teachers and students find it conducive lor uninte 

In India. people are relying heavily on strong internet conne 

nones to get back to business during the new normal. The erisis ha 

eaming opportunities, as there is no end in sight. As the country t-

uTent pandemic is impacting rural students more than those who 

As school moved online for many families, parents and their ch 

changes. Fully 93% of parents with K-12 children at home say the-

nstruction during the pandemic. Among these parents, 62% report 

er or somewhat well, and 70% say it has been very or somewha. 

hildren use technology for online instruction. Still, 30% ofthe pare 
nine instruction during the pandemic say it has been very or so= 

elp their children use technology or the internet for this. 

Overall, about a third (34%) ofall parents whose children's: 

ay their ehildren have encountered at least one of the tech-related 

cOVID-19: having to do schoolwork on a cellphone, being unab 

ecause of lack of computer access at home, or having to use public-

On Line Education In Rural Areas 
Problems and Prospects 

Dr. Jyotirmayee Devi 

The whole world is adjusting to the reality ofthe Covid-19 pandemic by tinding alternatives 

to the disruptions caused thus far. Corporations are allowing their workforces to work from 

home, while schools and colleges are moving classes online. In India, people are relying heavily 

on strong internet connections, computers, or smart phones to get back to business during the 

new normal. The crisis has nudged students to pick up e-learning opportunities, as there is no 

end in sight. As the country takes to online education, the current pandemic is impacting rural 

students more than those who live in cities. 

However, e-learning is transforming the sector even in remote rural areas. Tier-3 and 

tier-4 towvns are upping the ante by investing in the enhancement of digital education processes. 

While many are making the most of what online learning oflers, local authorities are finding it 

tough to integrate high-speed internet facilities. Moreover, people in rural areas have to also 

deal with intermittent power supply and older electronic devices, which are often a hindrance to 

erause there was no reliable connection at home. 

This share is higher among parents with lower incomes whos 

early half (46%) say their children have faced at least one of thes 
ncomes were affected as well - about three-in-ten (31%) of the 

ncomes say their children faced one or more of these issues, as da 

parents with higher household incomes. 

Besides issues related to remote schooling, other changes -

pandemic forced many families to shelter in place. For instance, 

hildren's screen time - and family rules around this- changed in so 

2n parents with children in kindergarten through 12th grade (72 

spending more time on screens as of the April survey compared with 

9of parents with school-age children say they have become ls 

les during the outbreak. About one-in-five (18%) say they have 

3o have kept sereen time rules about the same. More adults now 

sinould provide digital technology to all students during the pandemi. 

However, e-learning is transforming the sector even in re 

seamless access. 

Unfortunately, students in rural India are denied the newest devices and levels of 

accessibility to online content that urban Indians enjoy daily. Unlike their counterparts in cities, 

a lower percentage of students in villages possess desktop or laptop computers. They depend 

on their family members' mobile phones for learning and attending classes, making it an arduous 

exercise. Watching small screens to consume as much information as possible for long hours 

could be detrimental to students' health. Furthermore, purchasing data plans for learning could 

also incur a lot of expenses for families who face financial constraints. It could further affect 

the participation levels of both teachers and students concerning live classes. 

Digital literacy and the digital divide have been serious concerns for our country for over 

a decade. Many teachers and students in rural areas are not able to match upto the technical 

skills of educationalists and students in cities. 

They face roadblocks when moving from offline to online education, which could be a 
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hrsiri (South) river: A 

20 
The Dhansiri (South) river: A Study 

on Land use and Diversified livelihood 
patterns of the People 

Dr. Shashmati Nlh 

River basin represents distinctive pattern of interaction and inta nctional 
dimensions f 

Hource: Location Map, 

Landuse means aj 

relations between man and his environment. River is the bl 
platform in development of society, culture and economy. kivif basin is known as fertile flood prone areas which has a al 
attraction for settlement and diversified livelihood. The Dlanalit 
river is located in the states of Assam and Nagaland in North-la 
India with latitudinal extension of 25 20' North to 26°45' Norl 
and longitudinal extension of 93°30' East to94°20' East. The sluly 
area is primarily inhabited by peasant families. Different grou 

AClivitiesi, 70% popula 

Activities. The use of ir 

mited in relation to 

Most of the areas cult 

The principal agricult1 

paddy is "Sali" whic 

November". Almost eve 

and suffer heavy dar 

of settlers like indigenous Assamese people, Scheduled Casta otatoes, 
mustered, 

Chillies, 
pulses, mi 

people and immigrant people from Bangladesh and Nepal nu 
identified along the riverine belt. The river basin comprises 
complex physiographic make up. Agriculture and forest are tht 
sources of income of the riverine populations. 

Potatoes, Chillies, Veg 

in many parts of the c 

&vegetables are -

encountered north of. 

Hlighway No. 37 int 

In the hilly cat1 

cultivation, popularl 

by many 
tribal fami' 
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Understanding the Traditional Rituals and 

Belief system of the Tiwas of Assam 

Manas Jyoti Bordoloi 

Abstract 

Tiwa is one of the indigenous ethnic communities of Assam, a state in India's 

northeast. It is a Scheduled Tribe community under the Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes Act, 1950. Tiwa populations are found in both plains and hills 
of Assam. The Tiwas belong to the Bodo-Garo sub group of peoples. 

Linguistically, they are in the Tibeto-Burman family. Tiwas trace their origin from 
a sacred water body and believe they are all its children. The very word Ti 
means water. In addition to the name Tiwa, some neighbouring communities in 

Assam also call them Lalung a name that came to prominence during the 

colonial British administration. 

The Tiwas, however, consider using Lalung as derogatory and feel the tem does 

not represent any linguistic or cultural aspects of the Tiwa society. Colloquially, 
however, many communities in the plains of Assam still use the term Lalung 
instead of Tiwa. With the advancement of time, among the neighboring 

communities Lalung became a so familiar nomenclature that some Tiwas from 
the plains had started to use it to express their own identity. 
It is worth mentioning that the Tiwa is one of the few ethnic communities ot 

Assam which so far attracted very few social scientists to conduct in deptn 
rescarch on dilferent aspects of its ethnography. Until now very few attempts have 

been made by the re searchers to understand the ethnography of the Tiwa 
community in general and the system of ritual and faiths in specific. Out ot this 
nothingness, though in limited sphere, the first serious ethnographic research ac 
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Population Pressure andd 
Defofestation in North East India 

Dr. Bhanu Hazarika 

n 

on growth is an important demographic variable, influence the population density pattern. Today in it is found that continued population growth increases nt and poverty. North East India is small but a art of the country covering an area of 255, 511 km* i.e., e India's total area. As of 2011, the region had a of 45.53 million, about 3.07% of the India's total nd the density of population in this region is 174/ km of all India (Bhattacharjee and Sarmah, 2018: 36). Across there has been also significant spatio - temporal respect of population growth. Being affected by high and high rate of immigration, the population of some h East India exhibit alarmingly high growth rate even hties. The bulk of the population of the region is mainly in three sectors, viz- Brahmaputra valley and of Assam, Tripura and Imphal in Man1pur. The large aused by the geographical and economic factors which within the region. Another important factor is the om neighboring countries (Bangladesh and Nepal) er densities in Assam and Tripura in particular. This is due to physical conditions, distance from the urban 
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From the desk of the Curator A 

It was on 26 May 2018 I was having a chat with TMT President Munga Lal 'ungh M.ad.art t,permer l 
retary Dr Bidyut Bikash Senapati about ethnography of the Tiwa community in Jagrs .or k 

both entrusted me with the responsibility of publishing a coffee table bonk refler ting our ty het 
systems, rituals and culture through my lens and pen. While it was an honour t he givur that rppertu 
nity, it seemed almost ridiculous for me to attempt such a task owing to my profession.al ommitment 
Moreover, as I told both, I lacked in-depth knowledge in many matters related to Tiwa life try eomplete 
such a significant work about our people. 

But Mr Madar and Dr Senapati promised me of all kinds of assistance, which they not only fulfilled. but 
inspired me in curating this book. They accompanied me everywhere to document all aspects of the Tiwa 
life and guided me in every possible way. I am immensely grateful to Mr Madar and Dr Senapati for their 

inspiration, guidance and company. 

Toffer my heartfelt appreciation to Mungsa Dominic Uphing Maslai, Member for Amri Constituency in 
the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC) for his generousity in sharing ideas, as well as facilitat 
ing our visits to various villages. I am highly indebted to Mungsa Maheswar Patar, ex-president of TMT 

Mungsa Rimal Amsih, chief adviser of All Tiwa Students' Union (ATSU); Mungsa Har Singh Kholar: a 
Mungsa Satra Singh Darphang for providing me with perspectives into Tiwa narratives. 

I am thankful to Dharamsing Teron for his active guidance and thought provoking ideas on ethnographic 
1.| must also offer my gratitude to many good friends who accompanied me to many inhosprtable 

locations and gave valuable inputs. It is too little space to name all. My gratitude would be incomplete. 

however, ifl did not name Dr Mayur Kakati, Sr Scientist, Department of Plasma Physics; Prof Sarat Phu 
kan, Department of Geological Sciences, Gauhati University: Dr Suryasikha Pathak, Head, Department of 

Tribal Studies, Assam University-Diphu Campus; Kaustov Saikia, District Museum Officer at Diphu and 
Hamren; Pagon Hukai for his hospitality; young friends Bijoysing Maslai; and Pranjit Deori. I must also 
give thanks to Kamal Kr. Medhi for last minute rescue in technical matters related to this publication. I 
am greatly indebted to my friend Kazu Ahmed, a researcher at Helsinki University, Finland, and 

community media practitioner, for helping me design this coffee-table book. Last, but not least, I could 
not have completed this work without the support and patience of my wife Annu Phangchopi. 

Despite being a daunting task, I honestly believe this book only touched the outline of the multi-dimen 
sional aspects of Tiwa life and society. It was indeed a challenge to provide this documentation amidst 

time and financial constraints. Despite the limitations, I sincerely hope the reader will appreciate 
window into Tiwa life and culture. I would greatly appreciate suggestions and pragmatic criticism, whieh 

will helo us nublish a mare enriched edition in the davs ta come 
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Discrimination against women in ndia stands as a harsh 

reality. Notwithstanding the Narendra Modi led BJP 

Government's much publicized scheme of educating the girl 

child and saving her from the vulnerabilities faced by women; 

women across all cultures and categories are not secure viza viz 

men. So this raises serious questions about how safe are women 

in the country. The equality between sexes touted as a necessity 

to achieve the objective of an equal and developed society is 
continuously challenged by traditional system of patriarchy 
establishing man's power over woman which seems to justify 
the discriminations as a means of keeping the power relations 

between the two intact. The Indian women do not enjoy equal 
status in both private and public spheres because of the 
patriarchal nature of the state and society. The women in India 
have been given social status which is lower than that of second class citizens. 

Even after six and a half decades of India being an independent republic state, 24.50 crores Indian women cannot Tead and write, comprising the world's largest number of illiterate 
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ESSAY 9: RABHA IDENTITY MOVEMENT 

A Reflection 
on ifs Growt and Development 

Talukdar Breehinorna Talukdar 

relating to the issues of identity and autonomy have been 
Movements rela 

denominator in understanding the politics of Assam, a state 
a crucial dez 

onomic 
establishment as a prominent link to South East Asia. The 

interest 

articulations reflects the issues of indignity, cultural 

slowly started garnering attention of the mainland politico-
that has slow 

engagements ments relating to the questio of identity and its corresponding 

protection ection and preservation, the right to self determination, 

ation and discrimination as well as politics of majority-minority 
de 

and 

he feeling of We and They. Although the Indian Constitution 

rh ihited the spirit of accommodation and assimilation by permitting 

he cmaller political system of tribal population to remain distinct 

Culturally and be a part of the larger system politically with sufficient 

autonomy wherever necessary and possible yet the Sixth Schedule of 

the Indian Constitution was an institutional arrangement of the state 

to address the ethnic aspirations and integrate the region into the 

mainstream. However, the federal arrangement infused a sense of 

ethnic rivalry in the minds of the communities while fulfilling ones 

aspirations and leading to exclusion and oppression of other smalier 

ethnic groups living in the region. 
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Immigration and Socio Economic 
Consequences in Assam 

Jyotirmayee Devi 

Abstract: Assam has been a vastly under-populated state in the North-eastern region 

inala. Owing to its richness of resources, Assam has attracted migrants for more than a 

century Immigration and internal migration to Assam planned and economically desirable 

Jirst, became haphazard and politically motivated, particularly during the pre-

Inaependence era since independence and partition in 1947, growing immigration has 

dea to conjlicts among different ethnic groups. Besides the Assamese Hindus who constitute 

Jhe base group at present, other ethnic groups include the Plantation workers i.e. Tribal, 

Bengali Muslims, Bengali Hindus, Nepali (Gorkha), Bihari, Orijya, as well as Marwari 

and Punjabis. 
The Conflicts among these ethnic groups have given rise to a series of interrelated 

and complicated social, economic and educational questions. Immigration in Assam is 

bound up with land and employment problems for 1the "Sons of the Soil" the Assamese 

Hindus on the one hand and to language as medium of instruction and of market place 

and civil life on the other The Assamese, who constitute the majority group at present 

fear that the unending stream of migration might turn them in to a minority through the 

colonizing process. While the Assamese leadership contends that continued migration 

has retarded the country's progress, the foreign migrant groups perceive that their labor 

kill and education have stimulated the development of Assam. 

In this paper an attempt will be made to idenify the causes of immigration and it's 

ar reaching effects on Assam in different aspects. 

Migration is a global phenomenon and people constantly move from one place to another 

one developing country to another in search or settlement, livelihood or anything else. So, entire 

uman history, migration has been a significant factor influencing demographic change. The 

em immigration means group of peopie, wno moves irom their nomal place to another for the 
urpose ofa permanent settlement. There was a time when immigration was not a problem of 

opulation expansion. But immigration is recenty recognized as a vital problem in socio economic 

attern and demographic changes of a region or a country. Assam the north eastern state of 

ndia has been severely victimized by this problem.As North eastern region is surrounded by 

kssistant Professor Dept of Geography Saraigaht College, Changsari, Dist. Kamrup Assam 
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Women Empowerment& Gender Sensitization 
11 

Domestic Violence Against Women and 
Legal Provisions 

Jyotirmayee Devi 

Abstract: Women have become a weaker section in human population. Ihe nalan 

newspaper everyday for dowry, or where a married women carry out news of some 

incidents where a married women has been murdered by her husbamd or in-laws, because 
her parents could not satisfy their lust for dowry, or where a married woman has been 

forced to commit suicide because of this act of cruely and violence perpetraied against 
her Such event shows a continuous persecution of the wives and cruel ireament mefea 

out of them by their husband and in-laws. Such attempts to commit such suicides or 
murder happen while these unfortunate commence living with the husband during the 

first few years of their marriage life. These are happen for domestic violence. 
The domestic violence is the willful intimidation, physical assault, battery sexual 

assault and or other abusive behavior as part of a systematic pattern of power and 

central perpetrated by one intimate partner against another It includes physical violence, 
sexual violence, threats and emotional psychological abuse. The frequency and severity 

of domestic violence varies dramatically: Domestic violence in India includes any form 

of violence suffered by a person from a biological relatve, but npically is the violence 

suffered by women by male members of her family or relatives. 

The violation of the right of a woman is a human righis violation of her body and 

her right as a person. Violence against women, regardless of the nature of the perpetrator-

an individual group, institution, the Sstate or socien, is a human rights violation and is 

treated as such whether it happens at home, within the family or outside it. 

In this paper an attempt will be made to identify the nature of domestic violencce 

and the legal provisions made against those to curb it for safety and security of women. 

Women have became a weaker section of human population. The Indian News papers 

everyday carryout news of some incidents where a married woman has been murdered by her 
husband or in-laws, because her parents could not satisty their lust for dowry or where a 

married woman has been forced to commit suicide because of the act of cruelty and violence 

perpetrated against her. Such event show a continuous persecution of the wives and cruel 

treatment meted out of them by their husband and in-laws. Such attempts to commit such 

Assistant Professor Dept. of Geography. Saraighat College, Changsari 
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PATTERN OF POPULATION GROWTH 

IN NORTH-EAST INDIA: A CASE STUDY 
OF NORTHERN PART OF KAMRUP 

DISTRICT, ASSAM 

Bhanu Hazarika 

Abstract 

The pattern of population of a specific region gives us an exhaustive idea of 
economic condition of that area. So, Jor proper and meaningful planning of 
economic developments, the study carries immense value. The present paper 
aims to present a brief scenario of population growth rate and density of 
population in North East India and Northern part of Kamrup district, 
Assam. The decadal growth is also taken into account to give a 
commprehensive view between the regions under study with that of state 
average during the period from 1971-2011. These distributions of growth 
rate and density vary from among the states of North East India and among 
the blocks of northern part of Kamrup district. Therefore, the paper attempts 
to give an analytical but comprehensive study of the various factors of variation of population growth and their impact on the economic 
development and therefore it will be of great help for the Government as 
well as implementing agencies to kake up plans and programmes accurately to lift the areas from underdeveloped to developed one. 

Introduction 
Population growth is an important demographic variable, 

which directly influence the population density pattern. Today in our country it is found that continued population growth increases unemployment and poverty. In other words, it is held 
growth of population means a decline in the standard of living (Swamy, 1974).We know that population growth is the most 
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Innovative Practices in Teaching Learning And Evaluation In Higher Education 

HIGHER EDUCATION AND WOMEN IN 
ASSAM1: 

PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS 

Dr Bhanu Hazarika 
Assistant Professor, Dept of Geography 

Saraighat College, Changsari 

Introduction: 
The notion of higher education as an attempt to comprehend the 

highest level of knowledge attained by humanity at agiven point in 
time is no longer tenable. Womeneducation refers to each and every 
form of education that aims at improving the knowledge and skill of 
women and girls. It includes general education at schools and 
colleges, vocational and technical eduátion, professional education, 
health education, etc. The state ofAssam is situated in the north 
eastern part of India and in spite of its rich naturaB resources and 
rich cultural identities; Assam is still lagging behind in several aspects 
as compared to the rest of the country. In the rural or backward 
areas, still itis experienced that our predominant patriarchal system 
does not provide enough chances for women to have higher 
education even if they wish. During 2013-14, the total enrols of 
higher education was 265604 where 99366 (37.41%) was female, 
which is lagging behind from that ofman 166238(62.59%). Similarly 
reveals percentage of women enrolment in Scheduled Caste was 
30% and Scheduled Tibes was 36.23%, which were lagging behind 
that of 70% in Scheduled Caste and 63.77% of Scheduled Tribes 
man. There was a wide gender disparity in higher education and 
that hampers women's advancement. Most of the rural women are 
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Population Explosion and 
Environmental Degradation in 

Northern Part of Kamrup District, 
Assam: Problems and Remedies 

Bhanu Hazarika 

Introduction 

Rapid rate of increase in population has been held responsible as one of 
che most significant factors of environmental degradation because ever 
increasing population puts greater demands on the use of limited 
Tesources of a country. In fact, industrial expansion, urban growth, 
ncrease means of transport and communication etc. are the outcome of 
population growth because the people must generate better facilities for 
their existence and better life. The pressure of population caused by the 

imbalance between human numbers and their needs; and between 
physical and human resources of an area. The rural population of the 
Northern part of Kamrup district became double during the period 1961 
o 2011 from 3.31 lakhs to 6.62 lakhs. At the same time, the density of 

Population in the study region increased proportionately from 327 per 
sm in 196l to 653 km? in 2011. 

Environmental degradation means lowering of environmental 
quality at local, regional and global scales by both natural process 
and human activities. The rate of environmental change and resultant 
nvironmental degradation caused by human activities has been so 
ast and widespread. Many of the aforesaid natural factors are affected 
y human economic and technological activities. Our resources like 
and, water, fossil, fuels, minerals, etc. are limited and due to over 
xploitation these resources are getting exhausted. Main problems 
pertain to improper use (overuse or overutilization) of land, low 
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Barpeta Satra: Lead the Way of Religious Revival in Assa 
Dr. Shashwati Nat 

Barpeta is one of the districts of Assam, where famous Barpeta satra is situatcd. Thi 
satra does not require any introduction to the people of Assam. Barpeta is an important plave n 

Assam, holding the religious and cultural history and occupies a set of dignity of honos, T 
satra is a centre of Mahapurushiya religion propagated by Mahapurush Srimanta Sankanehy 

Lord Krishna after being disgusted with the torture of Jarasadha, came to Dwarka und 
established it as his work place. Like that, Mahapurush Srimanta Sankardeva also selected t 
place Barpeta, after being hatred with the torment of Ahom Kings and established it ns his 
workplace. He started preaching his disciples from Barpeta dham. Though, Borduwa in Naga 
distrist is the birth place of Srimanta Sankardeva, Barpeta was his main workplace. Barpcta le 

the place where Srimanta Sankardeva created history on his main writings. He made the lomgont 

Vrindabani Bastra' (Fabric) in Barpeta, which depicted the whole 'Krishnalila' through hi 
paintings. That stuff became a world-famous piece of ereation and presently preserved md 
exhibited in London Royal Albert Museum. Visitors from all over the world appreciate that 

unique conception. 
Srimanta Sankardeva's creed is 'Ek Sharan Naam Dharma', which means, one las t 

take refuse in one God only and recite his name. The words of Srimat Bhagvat Geeta Forget 
all religious sects and take refuse in me. I would set you free from all your sins. Eka Deva, 
Eka Seva, Eka Bine Nai Kewa - means, there is only one God and none else. Ek Sharn 
Naam Dharma is based on the teachings of the Bhagavata where it preaches that the I.ond 
Krishna is the only one and all should take refuse in him. In the Sanctum sanctorum of Naamgaul, 
the book Bhagvat is preserved and worshiped. During the period of Srimanta Sankarclevn, 
Assam was in a mess, it was a divided region. It was not a single entity ruled by a singlo 
dynasty. It was passing througha very critical stage with different castes, religions and languages 
Srimanta Sankardeva is the main architect who brought them all under one umbrella and hence, 
the existence of present Assamese society. 

Barpeta can be proud of traditional culture in respect of Satriya dance, art, culture, 
drama, music etc. The Barpeta satra is one among the pioneers of the religious renaissance ol 
Assam in the field of different spiritual functions and some unique festivals. 

The Barpeta satra attracts devotees from all over the State particularly during Holi wlhen 
Doul festival is celebrated and also during anniversaries of various Vaishnavite Gurus. The 
buildings within the satra premise are architectural achievements in its own right. The Kirtan 
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Human Rights : Education and Economic Status of 

Women in Assam :A Case study of Northern Part of 

Kamrup District 

Dr. Bhanu Hazarika 

atroduction 
December 10, 1948, the United Nations General Assembly unanimously adopted the 

Declaration of Human Rights. It said that everyone has the right to life, liberty and 
person. The declaration has been considered as great achievement for all nations of 

Human rights including civil, political, economic, social and cultural right of an individual 
ret in our nature, without which we cannot think of living as human beings. These 

agreere mecessary to ensure the dignity of every person as a human being irrespective of 

religion, nationality, language, sex or any other factor. Acording to the universal 

of Human Rights, all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. 
eion of human rights by the state authority is not only an individual and personal tragedy 

saffects the society at large. It creates a situation of social and political unrest in a 

sowing the seeds of violence and conflict within, between and amongst societies and 

men form an integral part of any social structure. Her status in the society depends 
e of its economy, attitude of the society towards women, social and religious taboos 

-en's own awareness. Women position in modem Indian society is equal to that of men, 
eeconomically, educationally, politically and legally. Now she has the right to receive 

. inherent and own property, participate in public life and political life of the nation. 
tN. is the most important instrument for changing women's position in the society. It 

s the women's status within the family and also equips them to pay any role in the wide 

ontext. To develop a society, women education is essential because women play an 
ans role in the development of society. Highly educated women make their own status 

c the future of the nation. Women of any nation are the mirror to its civilization. If 

enjoy good status it shows that the society has recharged to a level of maturity witha 
responsibility. Though women living is cities are getting education, Rural women are 

ind in this respect and they are being discriminated in all walks of life, despite their 

contribution to the household economy and in turn the national economy. 

9. 
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Impact of Growing Population Pressure on Reserved Forest 
Cover: Status and Curative Measures 

Dr. Bhanu Hazarika, Assistant Professor 
Deptt of Geography, Saraighat College, Changsari 

Introduction 
All living organisms interact with their environment. In this process a host of environmental factors interplay and influence each living organisms. Population growth of an ever increasing rate is a major factor and is fast losing the capacity of earth to support life. The experiences of deforestation, loss of biodiversity, soil erosion, atmospheric pollution, floods and droughts are living examples of the world at stake. Human action by itself has endangered the environment. With the increase of population and growth of industrialization, infrastructural development activities, the dependency of human beings on the forest resources and forest land has increased manifold which in turn results in the destruction of the virgin green blanket. Today due to increasing population the interaction with forest is becoming more and more intense leading to loss of many important resources. The rural population of the Bezara Development Block in Kamrup district became more than double during the period 1961 to 2011 from 34,072 to 83,860. At the same time, the density of population in the study region increased proportionately from 225 km2 in 1961 to 553 km2 in 2011. To develop him and his surrounding, man directly or indirectly depends on nature. But the long process of development brings in over exploitation of nature and in turn destruction thereof. Along with human resources, land, water and vegetation are the three important natural resources necessary for sustainable growth. Increased population leads to overuse of natural resources, endangering the welfare of future generation. The increasing population pressure and density of population reduced the per capita availability of forest land over the time. It was 35.33% in 2001 and was reduced to 34.21% in 2011 in Assam. Similarly the forest area of Bezara Development Block was 69.05% in 2005-06 and was reduced to 65.71% in 2011-12.Now due to increasing population and huge gap between demand and supply, forests have been ruthlessly exploited to meet the increasing demand of fuel, fodder and timber. Depletion of natural forest based resources is increasing at a rapid rate due to poverty, low agricultural productivity, urbanization and industrialization. 
In the study region of the Bezara Development Block in Kamrup district, such developmental activities mainly infrastructural development and high demand for forest resources continue the destruction and degradation of forest cover. The forest area has been shrinking as a result of land cleared for construction of new urban areas, industrial plants, roads, educational institutions and health care centre etc. There are ten selected sample villages near the reserved forest of the study region where 40.29% of the tribal people depend on forest resources. Their main source of income is agriculture and allied activities. In these reserved forest, people are enjoying direct as well as indirect benefits from the forests in case of getting fuel, fodder, shelter, food, vegetables, fruits, etc. Deforestation is the result of rampant planning and non- precautionary action on the part 
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Bio-diversity A Threat 
Causes and Conservation Special Reference to Assam 

Jyotirmoyee Devi, Asst. Professor 
Deptt. Of Geography, Saraighat College, Changsari 

Biodiversity signifies a healthy environment and the ability of ecosystems to sustain their life 

support processes that provide the fundamental basis for human welfare. During the last century, 

climate changes, pollution and excessive and unsustainable use of natural resources have 

damaged biodiversity to severely that the situation now threatens human life. Biodiversity refers 

to the variety and variability of organisms, of genetic material and community or ecosystem. This 

includes diversity within species (genetic diversity) between species (organisational diversity) and 

ecosystem or community (Ecological diversity). Biodiversity refers to the variety and variability 

among living organisms and ecological complexes in which they occurs.1 The simplest approach 

to define Biodiversity is, the ensemble and the interacts of the genetic, species and the ecological 

diversity in a given place and time. 

The term Biodiversity was initially used by Lovejoy (1980) to include the number of species 

of a region or a taxen only.3 Two related concepts, genetic diversity and ecological diversity were 

tagged to biodiversity. Later, Norse e.t. al. (1988) referred biological diversity in three levels, 

genetic diversity, species diversity and ecological diversity. 

Biodiversity is under threat worldwide.5 For example, the global mammalian extinction ratte 

of 0.35% of species lost per century since 1600 is calculated to be between 17 and 377 times the 

mammalian background extinction rate during the past 65 million years is since the mass 

extinction that removed the Dinosaurs. Threat to species are primarily due to decline in the areas 

of their habitat fragmentation of habitats and declines in habitat quality, and in the case of some 

mammals, hunting, fragmentation raises the extinction risk because isolated subpopulations can 

go extinct on one by one without being repopulated. 

For the terrestrial species, the declines in habitat quality and quantity arise from conservation 

of forests and grasslands to agriculture, of natural forests to monoculture plantations and from 

grazing and wood cutting pressures. For aquatic and semi aquatic species, the declines in habitat 

quality are due to diversion of ground and surface water, resulting in the drying up of streams 

and other water bodies, from siltation and pollution from pesticides and other chemicals. Fresh 

water fish are also threatened by the introduction of exotic species, which may be predators or 

Competitors. 

india is one of the 12 Mega-diversity countries in the world. The Ministry of Environment and 

Forests, Govt. of India (2000) records 47,000 species of plants and 81,000 species of animals 

which is about 7% and 6.5% respectively of global flora and fauna.7 There are 25 such hotspots 

of biodiversity on a global level out of which two are present in India, namely the Eastern 

Himalayas and Western ghats. These hot spots covering less than 2 percent of world's iand area 

are found to have about 50 percent of terrestrial biodiversity. About 40 percent of terrestrial 

plants and 25 percent of vertebrate species are endemic and' found in these hot spots. 
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